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ships near the

A list recently com enumerates
more than three hundred eur wire-
less rators within t mileg of
the tehouse who have announced

their code signals. It is said that an as-
soclation is being ted whereby
messages will b8 taken for transmission
between towns g:;dtlu in eastern Mas-
sachusetts by t amateurs.

- While this is all interesting and eduea-
tional, the operators of the larger ma-
chines all declare that it practically puts
them out of business at times when their
work is most needed. .

All Ships in New York
Fly Flags Half-Mast

NEW YORK, April 17.—The flags of
all shipping in New York harbor were
at half mast today in honor of the
Titanic's dead. This action was taken
at the officilal behest of the maritime
exchange, which posted the follow-
ing resolution under a brief headline,
“The Greatest Marine Disaster of Mod-
ern Times"”: :

““The members of the Maritime Asso-
ciation of the port of New York express
their great regret at the lamentable dis-
aster which has befallen the steamer
Titanic, their great sorrow at the de-
plorable loss of life and property which
has evidently accompanied this disaster,
and extend to all involved in the great
calamity their deep and heartfelt sym-
pathy. ’

“Resolved, that all vessels in the har-
bor place their flags at half mast out of
respect to the unfortunate dead.”

As a memorial to those who died in the
Titanic disaster, the Seamen’'s Soclety
of New York has voted an appropriation
sufficient to endow two beds in the Sea-
men’s Institute here, a charity controlled
by the Episcopal Church. The beds will
be placed in the new million-dollar build-
ing which is to house the institute begin-
ning next year.

FRENCH LIE STEAMER
SIGHTS HUGE G PELD

Area Seventy-Five Miles ‘i
Length, by the Same
Width.

NEW YOREK, April 17.—What is sald
to have been the gEreatest iceberg fleld
ever seen off the coast of Newfoundland
was skirted by the steamship La Bre-
tagne of the French line, which arrived
at this port from Havre today, bringing
over 775 passengers. The field was seven-
ty miles in length, and probably as wide,
and the Bretagne was filve hours In pass-
ing along its edge. Scattered among the
small ice were between forty and fifty
immense bergs.

The Bretagne sighted this field Sunday
morning last in the immediate vieinity of
the place where the Titanic struck a
berg and went down with mere than a
thousand persons.

Giant Crushes the Titanic.

The icebarg which caused the Titanic
disaster was a glant, one-quarter to one-
half mile in length, rising 400 feet out of
the water, according to the confident be-
Hef of governmant marine officers, based
upon the reports just received here.

The master of the steamer Carmania
has advised the hydrographic office that
one week ago today he passed about
thirty icebergs and other extensive flelds
of ice off the Grand Banks of Newfound-
land.

Reports from other vessels confirm
the terrible conditions of the lee. @
British steamer Lord Cromer advised the
government officials that moth fee-
bergs were seen In these northern lati-
tudes March 31 and April 1.

Was Without Searchlight.

Tt is asserted that the Titanic, like most
of the ocean-going steamships, was not
equipped with a searchlight, such as is
used on all passenger steamers on the in-
land waters of the country. She had no
means of locating the -iceberg in the

darkness of the night, and when sighted
it was too late to stop the speed of the
huge ship.

Capt. Macallister, chief engineer of the
revenue cutter service, states that a amall
thirty-inch =searchlight, like those re-
quired for vessels of the revenue cutter
service, can locate a light-colored ebject
ten by twenty feet in size on the water
6,000 yards, about three miles away, and
with such a searchlight a big object and
white, llke an iceberg is, eould be lo-
cated much farther off. Had the Titanic
been so equipped it is regarded as prob-
able the accident would have
avoided.

ACCEPTS MEMORIAL DESIGN.
Lincoln Memorial Commission Favers
that of Henry Bacon.

The design of Henry Bacon, a New
York architect, was agreed upon by the
Lincoln memorial commission yestepday
afternoon as the most suitable for the
great two-million-dollar memorial to Lin-
coln which it is propesed to build in
Potomac Park. This design has already
been approved by the commission of fine
arts and calls for a rectangular marble
structure, surrounded by Doric eolumns

forty feet high each.

The statue of Lincoln, yet to be sub-
mitted, will stand on a pedestal at one
end of the structure.

On one wall will be Lincoln's Gettys-
burg address in bronze and on the oppo-
site wall his second inaugural address.
The design of John Russell Pope, also of
New York, received much favor, and the

vote between the two is said to have
been close.

EXCITEMENT IS CAUSED.

Two Fire Alarms Sounded at State,
War and Navy Building.

Bome excitement prevailed in the State,
War and Navy building shortly after 9§
o'clock this morning, and watchmen and
messengers went scurrying about the
building when alarms were sounded from
two boxes on the building’s private fire
alarm system in rapid succession.

Watchmen hustled to the center wing
on the third floor to box 23, found the
glass broken, but no one in the vicinity
knew of any fire. Nelther were the ex-
tinguishers, which hang immediately be-
low the boxm, disturbed. About two sec-
onds after the alarm from the center
wing came one from the south wing
on the same floor, but everything was

peaceful there. It was a case of crosged
wires. Nothing more.
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TRIVALS AT THE POLLS

Members of D. A. R. Voting
for Vice Presidents General.

MAGAZINE EDITOR CHOSEN

Miss Olver Denniston in Nomination
Without Opposition.

LIST OF THE CANDIDATES

Committee Submits “Penﬁy-u-na.y”
Plan for Raising Fund to-
Ligquidate Debt.

TOMORROW.

10 o'clock a.m.—The congress will
be called to order by the president-
general, followed by the reading
of Scripture and prayer by Rev.
Willlam R, Wedderspoon, D. D. The
remainder of the morning program
will consist of music, reading of
the minutes, confirmation of state
regents and stale vice regents,
report of the committee on the rec-
ommendations of national officers,
consideration of amendments to
the constitution, unfinished busi-
ness.

2:45 o'clock p.m.—The President
and Mrs. Taft will receive the
Continental Congress at the White
House.

4 o'clock p.m.—Discussion in re-
gard to the Chalkley manuscripts;
unfinished business; reports of spe-
clal committees.

8 o'clock, p.m.—Btate regents’ re-
ports, beginning with Missourl.

The “battle of the ballots’ is on at the
D. A. R Memorial Continental Hall this
afternoon. Ten vice presidents general
are to be elgcted. two honorary vice presi-
dents general and an editor of the Ameri-
can Monthly Magazine, the socléty’'s of-
ficial organ. The last office was practi-
cally filled when Miss Olver Denniston of
Pittsburgh, Pa., was nominated with-
out opposition, and only the ratification
of the congress is needed to make the
choice final.

The candidates for vice présidents gen-
eral, nominated by the ‘“‘administration
party’” are as follows: Mrs. La Verne
Noyes of Illinois, Mrs. Andrew K. Gault
of Nebraska, Mrs. George 8. Shackel-
ford of Virginia, Mrs. Willlam Libbey of
New Jersey, Mrs. R. M. Bratton of South
Carolina, Mra.  Charles F. Johnson of
Maine, Mrs. Charles H. Bond of Massa-
chusetts, Mrs. Willlam Lawson Peel of
Georgia, Mrs. Chalmers M. Williamson
of Mississippl, Mrs. W. H. Crosby of
‘Wisconsin.

Mrs. John 8. Woods of New York, and
recognized as one of Mrs. Willlam
Cummings Stery's campaign managers,
sald this afternoon:

“There {8 no 8tory ticket for these
elections in the proper sense of the
term, We intend to vote for the women
whom we believe should be elected.”

Names Not on “Regular’” List.

The nominees for vice president general
whose names are not on the administra-
tion party's list, however, are: Mrs.
George M. Minor of Connecticut, Mrs.
John 8. Wood of New York, Mrs. D. U.

Fletcher of Filorida and Mrs. Cunning-
ham of Kentucky.
Mrs. Charles Bond of Massachusetts,
although her name ig on the administra-
tion ticket, is not a partisan, and it is
understood will receive the support of
members of both administration and 8tory
ties. . :
p‘lin. A- W. TPruesdell of California. was
nominated, but later her name was with-
drawn. ° o & Sy
The administration ca.ndidn.r:fs for ?‘orx:
rary vice presidents gene are
%hu-lu H. Deere of lllinois and Mrs.
John R. Walker of Missourl. - J
Mrs. Julius C. Burrows of Michigan was
a nominee for honorary vice president

general not in the administration list.

Mrs. Matthew T. Scott; 1Pruldant gen-
eral, named Mrs. George T. Guernsey of
Kansas chairman of the judges of elec-
tion, and Mrs. Willlam Cummings Story
of New York as vice chairman, rasking
Mrs. Story to name five judges to repre-
sent her party at the polls. The judges
named by Mrs. Scott, in addition to Mrs.
Guernsey, were Mrs.. Dearbarn of New
Hampshire, Mrs. Parker of Michigan,
Mrs. Oliver of Missouri and Mrs, Ed-
wards of Rhode Island.

Mrs. Story named the fcllowing: Mrs.
Taylor of New Jersey, Mrs, Harvey of
Deleware, Mrs. Bissell of Connecticut,
Mrs. Lane of Texas and Miss Finch of
New York.

Voting Machines in Use.

The balloting is beilng done by means
of voting machines, used for the first
time in the. history of the society, with
the expectation that returns will be in
this evening.

Considerable excitement was injected
into the proceedings today when a report
reached Mrs. Scoit that campaign litera-

announced that the report was false, and
that every one was to have the right to
vote as she chose, without interference or
influence. The sequel to this episode
came later, when Mrs. James G. Dunning,
state regemt for Massachusetts, arose,

taining the names of the administration
candidates, which, she sald, was being
paased about the hall. :

She referred to the fact that a past
congress had voted not to permit the
circulation of any unsigned literature in
its hall at election time. This list, she
said, was unsigned, though she supposed
it to be a ‘“‘ticket.”” Bhe demanded that
the lists be suppressed, and Mrs. Scott
announced that they would be suppressed.

Effort to Liquidate Debt.

For the committee on certificate for
liguidatioin of the debt and endowment
fund, Mrs. Willard T. Block, chairman,
submitted a report showing how many
certificates had been sold, and suggesting
a further way in which to raise funds
for paying off the debt and establishing
an endowment fund. She said:

“If all members of the national so-
clety, state and chapter regents and
delegates pledge themselves to con-
tribute one penny a day for one year,

and throgh the chartsr committees
secure pledges from all members, this
will create a fund sufficient not only
to pay our national indebtedness, but
a handsome sum for the endowment
fund. In addition, each daughter will
recelve three ‘“certificates of descent,”
correctly engrossed and recorded, and
sent in a separate malling tube.”

Plan Commended by Many.

" Mrs. Block's plan received the hearty
commendation of many of the delegates.
Mrs. C. B. Bryan of Tennessee, however,
objected to the “penny a day” plan, say-
ing that she thought the members of
the soclety should go down in ‘their
pockets immediately and subscribe. She
offered to subscribe $3 herself as a
starter.

There is a debt of about $170,000 on the
Memorial Hall, and it is computed that

it- the ny-a-day plan is adopted and
adh to at the end of a year the
soclety would have raised

$230,150.
‘'Mrs. Edith Darlington Ammon of Pitts-
burgh, chairman of the magsszine com-
gnn. and :lft'é m}e&. Spencer Iluuog:
e retiring r o magaszine,
mitted their reports, which were .Ep-

proved.

<

"At a meeting of the of the
Federalsburg, Md., Methedist Episcopal
Church plans were determined upon for
the improvement of the church property.
painting, the
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ture was being circulated in the hall. 8he r

HEADS NEW BUREAL

Miss Julia C. Lathrop Ap-
pointed by the President.

ESTABLISHES A PRECEDENT

First. Woman Appointed Chief of a
" Government Bureau.

VASSAR COLLEGE GRADUATE

Matters Pertaining to the Welfare
of Children Are to Be
Investigated.

The President has appointed Miss Julia
C. Lathrop of Chicago as chief of the
new children's bureau. Miss Lathrop is
associated with Jane Addams in the work
at Hull House, is a member of the board
of charities of Illinois, and is a graduate
and a trustee of Vassar College. S8he is
the first woman ever appointed a bureau
chief by this government. The salary of
the office is $5,000. There will be an as-
sistant chief, a private secretary, a sta-
tistical expert, two special agents and
seven clerks to be appointed.

The law provides that the bureau shall
investigate all matters pertaining ta the
welfare of children and child life, and
shall especially investigate the questiona
of orphanage, Infant mortality, juvenile
courts, the birth-rate, desertion, danger-
ous occupations, diseases and acecidents,
employment and legislation affecting chil-
dren in the several states.

Will Attend Dedication May 19.

President Taft has: written to William
Knowles Cooper that he will attend the
dedication exercises May 19 of the new
building for the use of the colored men’s
branch of the Washington Y. M. C, A.
The President has written to the presi-
dent of the Hibernian Society of Savan-
nah, Ga., that he will leave here April 30,
at 3:35 o'clock in the afternoon, for
Savannah, to attend the centennial anni-
versary of the Hibernian Saciety in that
city. He will reach S8avannah the mern-
ing of May 1 and remain in that city until
noon of May 2, when he will come back
to Washington.

Will Represent the Government.

Attorney General ‘Wickersham has been
requested to represent this government
at the banquet in New York, May 1,
given by the Champlain tercentemary
commission to the French delegation
coming to this country to present a bust
to the United States.

The Maryland branch of the Profes-
gional Chauffeur Club of America, hav-
ing a membership throughout the country
of 35000 persons, today made President
Taft an honorary member. He was given
a riembership card engraved on a silver
piate, presented to him by a committde
consisting of R. E. Shadel, secretary of
the Maryland branch; Robert Blume, F.

J. Blade, J. E. Whitten and Thomas
Bmith.

TAFT TO DELAY ACTION
UNTIL KNOX ARRIVES

A conference Senators Lodge and Root
had with President Taft today led teo
wild rumors that the Mexican situation
was much worse and that prebable fu-
ture action was under consideration. It
developed that the callers did not touch
upon Mexico generally, but were talking
about the resolution as to Magdalena
bay, introduced by Senator Lodge. This
resolution sought all the facts in the pos-
gession of the’government.

The President has delayed his answer
to the resolution until the arrival of Sec-
retary Knox, with whom he desires to go
over the matter. The President does not
see any causgg for haste.” At the confer-
ence he told the two senators that he
was waiting for Secretary Knox, and
d sed some of the features of the
case with them, 3 3 Keid ;
There are no new developments in the
Magdalena bay. incident, or 4n the Mexi-
can situation, it .was stated . bn.excsllent
authority today.

-Army to Be Incraued :
LAREDO, Tex., -April- 17.—Mexico's
army is. to be increased to.60,000, .and

maintained through a bond issue of 20,-

000,000 pesos ($10,000,000), according to
the statement of a cousin of . President
Madero, who was here today.

The bond issue is tp be taken up by
‘Mexican capijtalists. The issue is. to be
financed through an additional tax of 20
per cent on spirituous liqyors and other
luxuries. The  bonds wi be payable
sixty days after date of issue.

Senators have "been ecalled to Mexico
City to confirm this bond issue, which is
expected to augment the -Mexican rev-
enues greatly through thé contemplated
tax. 3

Exposure and Hardship Tell-
ing on People of the
Flooded Districts.

The people in the flooded district are
nearing the limit of physical endurance,
their money is giving out, and the ex-
posure and hardships are telling on them.
That is the summary of conditions in
the flooded areas reported by Maj. Nor-
moyle at Memphis, Tenn., today.

He reports 600 destitute people at
Luna, ArR.; 1,000 each at Transylvania
and Henderson, La.; 1,600 at Tallula,
La:; 900 at Delhi, La., and-2,500 at Milli-
kens, La. Most of the refugees, includ-
ing those at Vicksburg, are negroes.

The steamer Herman Papke left
Helena, Ark., today with a barge load-
ed with 600 bales of hay and 25,000

rations, for various places along the
M!ssluip&l( river below that city. The
steamer Wyanoak left Marianna, Ark.,
with 15,000 rations aboard for distribu-
tion to refugees below that place on
the 8t, Francis river.

Maj. Normoyle has requested -that
eight more commissioned officers be
ordered to Helena, Ark., for relief

LOEB ADDRESSES SCIENTISTS.

National Academy Continues Its

Sessions in Wahsington.
/ The National Academy of Sciences to-
day continued its three-day meeting,
which began Yesterday at the New
National . Museum. The most important
paper at the session this morning dealt
with the derivation of life from the
egg. It was by Dr. Jacques Loeb, who
has made a speciaity of this line of re-

search. 'This oon Pref. J. A.
Holmu.dlnctorofthahmmoto?im

i W TR XA
ustry. . C. G,
the thsonian astrophysical ' e

tory spoke on ‘“Solar Radiation.”

This evening the "annual dinner of the
3:‘:‘” will be held at the Cosmes

-
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TITANIC SENT WARNING
AN HOUR BEFORE CRASH

Ship Sank Wlthln Twenty
Miles of Where She Wired
of lceberg Menace.

BALTIMORE, Md., April 17.—A wireless
message received ‘by the United States
hydrographic ,office here Supday after-
noon indicates that the navigators of the
Titanic knew that they were in the midst

. dangerous icebergs, and adds to the
' 7 of the disaster. < :
The message came from the ateamship
Ameriks of the Hamburg-American line,
and was relayed by the Titanle to one ef
the ghore station= at 9:80 o'clock Sunday
night, just .one hour before she went to
pieces on the iceberg.

Strikes Berg 20 Miles Further.

The message, which was forwarded to

the hydrographic offices at Washington,
Baltimore, Philadelphia and probably
other gea coast citles, said: :

““April 14.—The German steamer Amer-
ika reports by radio-telegraph passihg two
large fcebergs in latitude 41.27, lomngitude
50.08.—(Titaniec, Br. 8. 8.)

Naval officera here caleulate that as the
Titanic met her fate In latitude 41.46,
longitude 50.14, she may have struck one
of the icebergs reported in her own dis-
patch, which had drifted slightly to the
north and west. 8he could not have
traveled more than twenty miles from
the spot from which she sent the dispatch
to the spot where she went down.

AVIATOR ENDS HIS LIFE
WHILE ‘600 FEET IN AIR

John Verrept, Belgian, Threatened
to Kill Himself After Quarrel
With Fiancee.

VERSAILLES, France, April 1T.—John
Verrept, the well known Belgian airman,
who had participated in many of the
leading sporting events in Europe, was
killed today while making a flight at the
aerodrome here.

For some unknown cause his monoplane
collapsed while he was flying at a height
of 600 feet, and he was killed instantly.
Friends of Verrept express the opinion
that the aviator committed sulcide. He
had yesterday, they say, a dispute with
his flancee, to whom he swore that he
would kill himself.

Obgervers of his flight say they saw
Verrept throw his arms up, and the aero-
plane, left to itself, crashed to the ground.
The machine was found in perfect work-
ing order. Verrept was twenty-three
years old.

TWO DEAD; ONE WOUNDED.

Philadelphian the Principal in Do-
mestic Tragedy.

PHILADELPHIA, April  17.—Meyer
Blank, twenty-nine years old. shot and
killed his mether-in-law, Mrs. Bsther
Wasserman, seriously injured his wife
with a bullet, and then ended his own
life today at the home of his wife's par-
ents in this city, Mrs. Blank was hold-
ing & five-week-ald infant when she was
shot.
The young couple had been separated
for some time and a family quarrel led to
the shooting.
el -
STEAMER GOES ASHORE.

British Vessel Aground Off the

: Nova Scotia Coast.
PICTOU, N, 8, April 17.—The govern-
ment steamer Earl Grey, from Charlotte-
town to Pictou, went ashore today be-
tween Tony river and Cape John, accord-
ing to a wireless message received here
The government steamer Minto, frem
Pictou to Caariettetown, which was an-
chored off Caribo harbor, has gone to the
Grey's -
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NOT KEPT FROM THE SEA
BY THE TITANIC DISASTER

Shipping Officials Say That
Transatlantic Travel Is
Not Curtailed. .

NEW YORK, April 17.—The disaster to
the Titanic has thug far had no effect so
as curtalling sea travel is concerned,
according to the steamship companies,
and they believe that it will have no ma-

terial bearing on'-tie summer rush aof

vacation touring, which hag already be-
gun, but which does not reach its maxi-
mum until the latter part of May.

Some of the larger companies, as a
matter of fact, are just now experiencing
& - contrary effect, an addition te their
normal business, for each of them has
had its generous quota of those who had
planned to leave these shores on the
Titanie. :
~The conviction -that the disaster wofild
lead to few if any cancellations in book-

ings was expressed by Gen. Luigi Solari,
one of the officials of the Italign .lines,
who lost several friends on the Titanic.
‘““*The public will soon forget the Titanie,”
he gaid sadly. “Everywhere it is the
same. My natien has already. forgotten
the disaster of Messina. Yeu have for-
gotten Ban  Francisco. The Republic
disaster was forgotten. Every day you
read of railroad wrecks, but the people
swarm to the trains every day as though
there were no such things as wrecks on
the rails. Don't you think it will be
mueh the same with this disaster of the
sea ?II

SEVERAL LIVES LOST
IN LOUISIANA STORM

Property Damage From Hail
and Wind Also Will
Be Great.

NEW ORLEANS, April 17.—Several
persoris were kiled and a large amount
of property was damaged in several south
Louigiana towns during the night by
electric, rain and wind storms. In the
early crop district naorth of New Orleans
the damage will be heaviest, it is esti-
mated.

Most of the damage was confined to
towns just north or west of New Or-
leans.

The dead are: John Willlams, Plague-
mine, struck by lightning; Frand Monte-
lone, Natalbany, struck by lightning;
Charles Giles, Goodbee, caught in col-
lapse of house, and John Hamilten, Man-
chas Bayeu, struck by lightning.

A windstorm of cyclonic intensity swept
through the town of Ponchatoula, north
of New Qrleans. A church, a public hall,
a mill and several residences were wreck-
ed. Haillstones that accompanied the
wind pelted out nearly every .pane of
window glass in the town. Trees were
leveled. As they fell several persons
were hurt. The strawberry crop is sald
to have suffered.

When the wind passed ever the town
of Goodbee several houses were blown
down. Charles Giles was killed when the
ryins of his home tumbled about him.

In the country about Plaquemine, west

of New Orleans, the d was accom-
nied by & cloudburst. ere was much

amage.
- _
SECRETARY KNOX NEARS HOME

Expected to Arrive Aboard the

Sylph Late This Afternoon.

Secretary Knox and party are expected
to arrive here late this afternoon on the
President’'s yacht Sylph, to which they
were transferred from the big crulser
Washington in Cheasapeake bay yester-
day afternoon. .

The 8ylph had net Indian Head
up to 18 e'cleck today, but was then be.

lleved td be mearing that peint em her
way to Washington.
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S TERROR AT SEA
WHEN SHP HIT ICEBERG

Policeman Peterson on Miner-
'va When That Vessel Fig-
ured in Crash.

Policeman Jagcob E. Peterson of this
city ‘sald today he could fully appreciate
the awful extent of the Titanic disaster,
having been aboard the Minerva many
years ago when that steamer struck an
iceberg and was disabled. The Minerva
Was on its way to Halifax over the north-
ern course, and it was about midnight
when the iceberg was encountered.

“I was only a youngster then,” -he =aid,
“but I remember what a terrible thing
it was, I was thrown in an upright pe-
gition in my bunk, and it was not long
before the order was given for those
aboard to take to the l:feboats.”

The bow of the Minerva seemed to be
golng down, and'it appeared that the ship
was sinking. The captain quickly got the
crew inta the lifeboats and went & safe
distance away, expecting every minute
the freighter would disappear beneath the
surface of the water, but at daybreak
the boat was stil] afloat, and soundings
showed that the water-tight compart-
ments were holding effectively.

After several hours of intense anxiety,
the policeman explalned, an examination
of the ship showed that the engine had
not been submerged. The pumps were
started and .soon the boat was moving
toward port.

“Why vessels will take the northern
passage at this season of the year, and
especially after such a hard winter,”
Mr. Peterson remarked, ‘‘I eannot under-
stand.

‘“And, if the Titan!c had a sufficient
number of lifeboats,”” he added, I can-
not understand why there should have
been any loes of life. In the navy, in
which T have served, we always had
boats enough to accommodate all on
board, and it seems to me that passenger
steamers should be just as well equip-

.} ped.”

BILLS WOULD PUNSH
GAMBLING N FUTURES

House Committee on Agri-
culture Will Report Two
Measures.

Despite oppesition by various boards ef
trade; the House committee on agricul-
ture today voted a faverable report on
bills designed to end gambling in futureas
on cotton and grain. Two measures were
reported, one by Representative Beall of
Texas, democrat, dealing with cotton,
and the other by Representative Lever of
8outh Carolina, demoerat, relating to
corn, wheat and eoats.

The report on the cotton hill was unan-
imous, but two voted against the grain
bill and the southern members refrained
from voting.

The bills, which virtually are alike, pro-
vide that dealers who contract to sell
these commedities must swear that the

commedities gotually are in existence, and
that no messages relating to the deal
may be telegraphed, telephoned or mailed
until the aflidavit so required is made.
Imprisonment and heavy fines are pro-
vided for violation of the proposed law.
The bills have been bitterly opposed by
the leading cotton and in exchanges
of the country. Among those which sent
delegations to protest against the pro-
pased legislation were the New York Cot-
ton Exchange, the New Orleans Cotton
'%:dhnnn and the Chicago Board of
e.

A Bt;ong Number.

In our next Sunday Magazine: Illus-
trated Seng No. 20, “Drink To Me Only
With Thine Byes,” illustrated by Howard
Chandler Christy; “The hard Man” by
Camphbell MacCullooh; “Making a Natien
Whistle” by Charles K. Harrls; Th:
nvestigator,” by James Hay, Jr.; °
t{nta mln for Vandy,” um.?er Torchy

mtﬁ'hy_ Sewell ¥ord; *What Is a Cold.”

RSt s W 6 B

C. Du-
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CONGRESS T0 PROBE

Story of Titanic Disaster to Be
Told by Survivors.

HOUSE TAKES FIRST STEP

Resolution Empowers Committee to
Make Thorough Investigation.

SENATE ALSO LIKELY TO ACT

Compelling Ships to Equip With Suf-
ficient Life-Saving Apparatus
Probably Will Result.

R

The whole stery ef the Titanie, how
she rammed the floating mountain of ice,
what the crew did, where the boats were
and all of the indescribable scenes of
those four hours when the greatest ship
afloat was sending whimpering messages
into the blank air, will be told to the
House committee on merchant marine and
fisheries, for the survivors of the ship
will be asked to relate the things they

¥ saw.

Representative Alexander, chairman of
that committee, wants to have answered
fully the question that many persons have
asked: “What about the lifeboats, and
why could not every one be taken off in
the four hours before the great ship dis-
appeared forever?’

When that question is answered the
committee intends to frame legislation
whiech will make every ship leaving or
entering an American port carry exactly
enough lifeboats to insure a place for
every soul aboard in case of a wreck.
The bill will be immediately drafted by
Chairman Alexander, and the committee
intends to waste no time in considering
it. Heretofore it has been assumed that
Congress has no right to compel ships

| carrying foreign flags to carry lifeboats

because of the existence of certain treat-
fes, but Representative Alexander is of
the firm opinion that the ideas of his
eommittee will prevail and that Tecipro-
cal obligations on the subject of protec-
tion at sea will be the rule eventually.

Senate May Also Act.

A resolution will be introduced in the
Senate probably today to direct the com-
merce committee or a subcommittee to
make a thorough probe of the tragedy
and to empower the committee to sum-
mon witnesses and take any necessary
steps. :

Senator Willlam Alden 8mith, a leading
member the commerce committee,
favored making a thorough effort to as-
certain all the facts relating to the dis-
aster. Some senators expressed the view
that an investigation by Congress would
be unnecessary, as not only the maritime
exchanges but the government of Great
Britain would doubtless make a searching
investigation into every phase of the
catastrophe.

Representative Gardner of New Jergey,
for many years chairman of the House
committee on labor, and for several years
a8 coastwise sallor, declared today that
there should be sufficient lifeboat capac-
ity to carry all aboard ship, but that he
recognized the dificulty involved from a
maritime standpoint.

President Taft Interested.

As a complement to the congressional
investigation, S8ecretary Nagel ef the De-
partment of Commerce and Labor will
take up at once with President Taft the
entire subject of safeguarding ocean
travel by more stringent American ship-
ph_}g regulatiens.

he disaster has aroused Congress,
Presldent Taft and the cabinet to the ur-
gent need for immediate measures of
safety for oceanic travel.

President Taft is taking a8 keen per-
sonal interest in all features of the pro-
goaed regulation of passenger vessels and

e will probably send recommendations
to Congress containing the suggestions of
axecuuve departments for new legizla-

on.

Although several bills are nding in
Congresa to regulate llte-ll:nns ap-
paratus on all vessels cleari Ameriean
parts, Chairman Alexander of the House
committee contemplates drafting a new
bill based upon the facts breught out by
the Titanic disaster and upon the recem-
mendations and suggestions of officials of
the Department of Commerce and Labor.

Interference With Wireleas.

Prompt action en the long pending sub-
ject of interference with wirelesa mes-
sages will probably be taken up by the
committee, The jumble of messages
which the air waves piled one en top of
the ether while frantic men and women
tried to get news of their le aboard
the sinking ship has furnished an object
lesson which the committee belleves will
at last have an effect. The bill now be-
fore the committee provides that the
United States shall have strict ecantrol
of the wireless situation. It is expected
a8 favorable report on the bill will be
made to the House next week. This bill
prevents the sending of “fake” mes-
sages and provides severe penilties for
the interference of amateurs and irre-
sponsible operators in times of great
distress.

The first action by the House of Rep-
resentatives in regard to the Titanic dis-
aster was the introduction of the reselu-
tion of Representative Mott of New
Yeork, late yesterday afternoon, which will
empower the committee on merchant and
marine and fisheries to make the in-
vestigation. The resolution has iheen re-
ferred to the committee ¢n rules and
reads:

‘““Whereas the people of the United
States have heard with grief and horror
of the sinking of the Titanic and the
subsequent terrible lpss of human life
and eof property, anéd

“Whereas it is of supreme impeortance
that every possible measure of precau-
tionary legislation shall be enacted to
protect ocean travelers and prevent simi-
lar loss of life in the future, therefore,
it is
t“!tesolvre«l. That the committes on mer-
chant marine and fisheries be and is
hereby authorized and direeted to conduct
an investigation inte the dnkh.:&.:ctl the
steamship Titanic and the subsequent
loss of life; to ascertain whether or not
proper lifeboat facilities were provided,
and to report on. the same to the House
of Representatives, and to recommend the
legislation which in its opinion is desir-
able. ;

“Said committee as & whole, or by sub-
committee, i8 authorized to sit during
sesgions of the House and the reeess of
Congress; to compe] the attendance of
witnesses, to send for persens and papers
and to administer oaths to witnesges."

Chairman Henry of the rules commit-
tee said this merning that in his eginion
Congress should not become hysterical
over the proposed investigation, but should
keep calm in the matter.

“We must remember that the news-
papers will investigate this matter
quicker and perhaps better in the begin-
ning than any e onal cammittee,
and the public’s insistence to know why
more lives were net saved will act as &
world-wide investigation. I hope there
will be no hysteria on the subject, hut
that every line of lnquiry' will be fol-
lowed with sane judgment."

The general trend of eeo onal
in connection with the ter is
:g'l’né:n in the bill introduced today in

by Representative Hardwick
the House ywhlch specifies that ‘*it

of Geo

shall be unlawful fer any ship eor V"‘:
of any kind op character engaged in t
transportation of S
clear at any of the United States
unless “nl”.:o:m adequate and suffi-
elent life preservers, lifeboats and other

ving apparatus accommodate
its fall or g capacity be-

sides the crew.”
ill has been veferred te the cem-
u%t::c{-muahutmenﬂuhm

. MAY CONTROL WIRELESS.

P——————E—

President Taft and OCabinet Con-
sider Legislation.

The necessity of some sort of govern-

mental control over the operation of

radio-telegraphy, being forcibly brought
to the attention of the administration by
the Titanic disaster, President Taft was
in conference at the White House yes-
terday afternoon for nearly two hours
with some of his cabinet officers, whose
functions cover the operations of this
new system of telegraphy. These were
Secretaries Btimson, Meyer and Nagel.
Attorney General Wickersham was also
called In to give the benefit of his lega!l
advice as to the necessity in a legislative
way of additional statutory law.

In re ition of the extensive inter-
ests of the private corporationa which
have expended large sums of mohey in
the equipment of ships and shore sta-
tlons with reless outfits ex-Attorney
General Briggs, and Mr. Sheffield, rep-
resenting the Marconi company, were also
consulted, while the technlcal side of the
matter was developed by Rear Admiral
Cone, the engineer-in-chief of the navy,
which bureau is charged with the man-
agement of the paval wireless system.

The discussion was general in character
and touched particulariy upon the de-
tails of a new bill which has been pre-
pared in the Navy Department for trans-
mission to Congress to give effect to the
requirements of the general wireless tele-
graphic convention to which the United
States government has recently adhered.

Pope and the Kaiser
Voice Their Sympathy

LONDON, April 17.—A meeting of the
executive of the British commitiee for the
celebration of the centenary of peace,
held under the presidency of Earl Grey,
today passed the following resolution:

“This committee, formed to celebrate
the centenary of unbroken peace and
friendship between the British empire and
the United States of America, desires to
convey the expression of its profound and
heartfelt sympathy to the families of
those who have been lost with the Titanic,
In particular it desires to express Its
solicitude for the safety of Willlam T.
Stead, a member of this committee, who
was traveling by the wvessel on a mis-
sion of peace.”

The text of the German emperors
message of sympathy sent to the White
Star line is as follows:

**Achilleion, April 16

“Deeply grieved by the sad news of the
terrible disaster which has befallen your
line, 1 send you the expression of my
deepest sympathy and also with all those
whe mourn the loss of relatives and
friends. WILLIAM, I. R."

ROME, April 17.—Both Pope Pius and
King Victor Emmanuel have expressed
their deep sympathy for the victims of
the Titanic disaster,

MRS, GAGE QUIZZED

Mental Condition Is Subject of
Examination by Jury.

UNSHAKEN [N TESTIMONY

8till Declares Mrs. Gracie Told Her
of Bell's Alleged Enmity.

ADMITS TO A  MISTAKE

Ceurt Tells Daughter Not to Prompt
Mother—Status of Colonial
Daughters Is Attacked.

-
1

Mrs. Mary E. Gage, whose mental con-
dition is belng inguired into by a jury
before Justice Barnard, withsteod for
more than an hour today a searching
cross-examination by Attormey A. 8.
Worhington, as friend of the court, and
by Assistant Corporation Counsel Sehulds.
Her testfmony was unshaken that sle
had received communications from Mre.
Archibald Graclie and from a newspaper
reporter that Charles J. Bell was suppos-
ed to be interfering with her social and
other success in this city.

Toe Attormey Worthington Mrs, Gage
admitted that she never entertained any
thought that Mr. Bell was thwarting her
ambitions before receiving the alleged
gmu_unlcntlon-. a8 she' considered Mr.

1I's business interests were too large to
permit of his caring about her progress.

Mrs. Gage reiterated the statement that
she now is satisfied that Mr. Bell had no
connection with the annoyances of which
she complained, and no longer entertains
resentment against him.

Believes Herself Mistaken.

The witness also is assured at this time
that she was mistaken when she thought
Mr. Bell was attempting to keep her out
of church. The witness sald it had been
explained to her that owing to the large
numbers of strangers who visit local
churches the attitude of the congregation
toward strangers is not so cordial as In
other cities.

Miss Margaret C. Gage, the daughter,
became so absorbed in her mother's tes-
timony that she frequently nodded her
head in acquiescence or in denial of in-
quiries put to the witness by Mr. Worth-
ington. The action of the young wom-
an attracted the attention of Justice Bar-
nard, who warned her not to prompt her
mother or interfere in any way with the
cross-examination. The young woman
immedijately desisted.

Mr. Worthington was especially curious
about the Soclety of Colonial Daughters,
which Mrs. Gage organized. In response
to objections from counsel for Mrs. Gage
to certain questions concerning the so-
ciety, Mr. Worthington announced that
it is his Intention to show the *society
is & fake and coneists of nobody but Mrs.
am_u

Says: She Is Sane.

Col. R. E. Plunkett of Landerg, Wyo..
testifiad that in his opinion, Mrs. Gage
is sane, and added, “God help this coun-
try if she is found not to be!" Col
Plunkett said he had been marshal of a
town in. Colorado, which he described as

the “toughest place in the country.”” He
gave his evidence in breezy style and kept
the crowded courtroom In an uproar of
laughter.

A number of other witnesses testified
that Mrs. Gage is sane in their opinioen.

Attorney A. B. Worthington in his ex-
amination of Mrs. Gage went back to her
arrival in Washington and to the pur-
chase of the property at No. 4 Dupont
circle, when she previously declared her
troubles in this city began. In the course
of the examination Mrs. G admitted
she wrote twe Jetters to the District Com-
missioners in 18008 complaining of action
of servapis in the adjoining house and
of policemen on the beat.

In response to one of her letters, wit-
ness said, & Mr. Cox went to her house
from the peolice department, but he
spent mest of the time of the interview
“perched on the piano stool, curling his
mustache.”

Tells of Colonial Daughters.

The Beciety of Colonial Daughters was
erganized by her, Mrs, Gage told Mr.
Werthington, and she had named herself
president for life, Bhe is also secretary
treasyrer and board of directors, Mrs.
Gage admitted. The society holds no
meeting, the witness stated, and she
recel salary as president.
mmu's': funds reodvlr’od from members,

. sh d herself $300 for
'mt“:t' @ S E?her house reserved
or the work of the society and paya her-
self and daughter each per annum

t?lr.‘ﬂ. G:.lln sald she received $2,050 last

from the members and volunteered

t formation that the sum of §2.050,
allawhtehlhohulaxpended.ma
small e account for a soclety, and
rlltd that it costs $80,000 annually
run the A. R
- St
o a Nation Whistle,"" by Charies
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